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Yesterday afternoon, duly cl, at the request of 
ar, Kennan, two officials of CIA presented = briefing 
on Formosa, Yhe estimate presented confined itseif to 
two major considerstions: (1) 4n analysis of Chinese 
Communist militery capabilities te launch an amphibious 
attack against the island of Formosa, and (2) the mili-~- 
tary capabilities of the Nationalist forces on Formosa 
to withstand sueh an attack, The two CIA officials, 
whese names I do not recall, both served in the Ching 
Theater during the war. Both of them ereated the im~ 
pression that they knew what they were talking about. 


There is sek forth below the high points of their 
estima tes 
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There are about 400,000 Chinese Communist troops 
whith are considered to be prepared te invade Formosa. 
¥Yhese forces are presently situateé all along the so- 
called invasion eoast from Shanghai to the Amoy area. 
There Ls eoneentrated in the Shanghal-Hangchow Bay area 
a pool of sheamships and LSts (about 14 of the letter) 
sufficient to eubark some 70,000 troops. The best In- 
telligence from sil sources indicates that there are 
presently in readiness a coreentration of between tye 
and three thousand wlscellaneous eraft, mainly Jonks, 
sleug the invasion coast, which are prepared for an 
amphibious assault across the Formosa otreit.e 
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Airfields heve been laid out and placed in readiness 
on the mainiand opposite Formosa, The Chinese Communists 
probably have not more than a hundred operational militery 
aiveraft bot this present capability could be increased by 
the introduction of Soviet military aircraft which could 
operate from the prepared airfields when the day of the 
assault errives. 


The Cla officials geve it as their opinion that the 
Chinese Communist milltary planners, assisted by Russian 
planners, are capable of mounting and carrying through 
an amphibious assault on Formasa from bases ali aleng 
the Chinese malnlané from Shanghal te the Canton ares. 
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The GlA officials estimate that, although American 
and Chinese Nationalist Naval and Air Forces would be 
capable of exacting a heavy toll on any amphibious force, 
nevertheless elements of sueh a feres could land on For- 
mosan beaches, 
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he Gka offielais estimete that the Sationalist 
Yorces on Formosa number about 400,000, 


‘The Chinese Nationalist forces on Formosa are dis- 
persed all along the west copst of the island of Pormosa. 


fhe forees on Formosa probably have about 200 opera- 
. tional tanks, 300-400 armored cars and perhaps two or 
three hundred operational military airerafrt. 

The GIA officials feel that the sorale and will to 


fieht of the Nationalist ferces on Formosa are not in 
pressive, 
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WILITARY COMLAND ON FORROGA 


° 





Ghiang Kail-chek has apparently considered the 
President's announcesent relating to Formosa ag an en- 
dergenent thet the United States hag again underwritten 
Wie political regime, Ghieng hes taken advantage of the 
fmerlesan cameltment te protect Formosa against Communist 
esseuLt fron the mainland by plecing in wilitary command 
positions Generais of his own inner cligue whom he con- 
sidera to be entirely loyal te him personally, These 
- Generals have proven themselves to be militarily ineom- 
pstent. The competent and efficient wilitary commanders 
on Formosa are, in general, not members of the Chiang 
Koi~ehek clique and they are presently virtually under 
house arrest. 





IN CASE OF A SUCCESSFUL LANDING. 


ait the suceessful landing end the establishment ef 
a beaeh~head on the east coast of Formogs by Chinese Gon 
munist forces, the #f-efficials believe that there would 
be repeated the seme military chain of events which started 
in Manehuris and ended in Canton and on the island of 
Hainan, In ether words, the Communists would have arranged 
in advance key defections and sabotage in strategic areas 
oni when « suecessful landing was aecouplished the Chinese 
Hationslist Foreas would probably defeat or capitulate. 


The CLA offielals do net eonsider that the National- 
Let apmored forees or planes could, under present eon- 
ditions, be effeetively employed. They estimate that 
internal subversion and sebotege already prepared wonld 
destroy tridges and tunnels and effeetively prevent the 
concentration of Nationalist armored Porees successfully 
to operate against « Communist beach<-head. The Nationsi+ 
ist Aly Ferce would siso probably be largely newtralized 
ami therefore ineffective, 





fhe CIA offielals estinate, in short, that, under 
the gresent military situetion in Formosa, a successful 
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Communist Landing would start a chain reaction which 
would result in the quick collapse of Chinese National- 
ist resistance on Formosa. 
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0) The s@urce of the foregoing should be pro- 
tected as the two CIA offleials made it elear that they 
were not advaneing a formal CIA position and thet some 
of the analysis represented their personal views. 


Robert Pf, Joyea 
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